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Right Reverend Father in G ob, 


7 O H N, 


Lord Biſhop of London. 


Mr Lox, 


HE / Greatneſs of the follow- 
IE mg Subjett, worthy to have 
emplay'd a Perſon of far ſu- 
perwr Abilities, as well as 
the Shortneſs of the time allow/d me 15 
prepare for ſuch an Occaſs on, might 
have been Reaſons ſufficient to have de- 
terrd me from the undertaking; had 
they not both been ſuperſeded by Your 
Lordſhip's Commands, with which it 


had been highly faulty i in me to have re- 
fuſed Compliance. 


And 


230 


9 


Aud ſince I am again honour d with 
the ſame Commands to let this haſty 
Compoſition appear in Publick ; I muſt 
beg leave to 4, to the Shelter of Tour 
Lordſhip's Patronage, who knows with 
what Diffdence I undertook it, to cover 
and excuſe its Imperſectious, by aſſuring 
the World, that it is not the Reſult of 

my own Chorce or Inclination, but only 
an Inſtance of that Duty and Gratitude 
which ſhall be always paid to Your Lord- 


Ship, by, 
 _MrLoxyp, 
Your Lordfhig's moſt humble 
Mot Obliged, 
 Moft faithful and obediem 


Servant and Chaplain, 
Weftminſler, + | 
Dec. 6. 1721. N 


WILL. BERRIMAN. 


TIE TRE TIE NEAT 
£ = IS IE IP Fc 


bag Palm cn. 19, 20, 21. 


Fur 4. hath locked down from the Height 
. of bas Sa from: Heaven did the 
Lord bebold:the Eibe 9 

To hear the Groaning of the Priſoner, to hofe 
" thoſe that are paved to Death; 51 

To declare the Name of the Lord in Zion, 

and his Praiſe in Jeruſalem. | 


In the Old Tranſlation, thus: : 


For. he hath looked down from his Sanftu. 
ary : out of the Heaven aid the Lord be- 
hold the Earth; 

That, he might EH the Mournings of ch 
' 45. are in Captivity: and deliver the Chit. 
_. dren appointed unto Death; | 

That they may declare the Name of” the Lord 
in een. and ue. LL ar ſap. at Fee, 


— H is Plolm is very probably con- 
1 [Sx] jetured to have been compoſed 
by Daniel, or ſome other Pro- 
W pher, in the Time of the Jeu Cap- 
tivity at Babylon, upon the point 
of che Expiration of thoſe ſeventy Years, which 
God had fixed for their Deliverance : Which 
E Grounds for the holy Penman's expoſtu- 
ating in this manner: Thon ſhalt ae and 
| ave 


N. 


2 X 2 > 7 7 > 2 1 Of 
have Mercy upon Zion: for the Time to fa. 
vour her, yea the ſet Time is come. From 
hence he takes occaſion to pray for that 
promiſed Reſtauration and Enlargement; and 
foretels how heathen People. * ſhould be 
preatly affected at this wonderful Occurrence, 
ow: future Generations, when they ſhould 
read it in their.” Hiſtories, would have cauſe 
to bleſs the Author of ſo great Deliverance. 
"his" (ſays he*©) ſhall be written fur the: 
eneration to come, aud the People. which 
ſhall be born ſhall praiſe the Lord; for, (or, 
becauſe) he bath looked down from his San- 
nary, &c Leaded Ac ec 
As that Captivity it ſelf was typical of 
our /þiritual Captivity by Sin and Satan, and 
the. Reſtoration conſequent upon it did fitly 
figure out the Redemption of Mankind by 
Chriſt : So the Plalmiſt's Deſcriprion is drawn 


in ſuch a manner, as may direct our Thoughts 
to this great Salvation, and cannot be | 
ſtrictly applied in all its Parts to that tempo- ö 


ral Deliverance from Captivity at Babylon. 
The Preaching of the Goſpel was that PF 
claiming of Liberty to Captives, and the 
opening of the Priſon to them that were 
bound, which the Prophet Iſaiah © had fore- 
told, and our bleſſed Lord declared to be ful. 


filled in himſelf. And what the Pfalmiſt f 
| Hon & aids 

| [330 67.46 stunt 9 at 115 ** 17 8 WITT 

| , *Pfal. cii. 13, d V. 15, 22. . 18, © Tſai, Ixi. x, 

| Luke iv. 18, 271. fPfal, eil. 15, 2222 
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ONT”. 
here foretels of the Fear of God's Name to 
be ſpread among the Heathen, ſo as to reach 


to all the Kings of the Earth; inſomuch 


that the People ſhould be gathered together, 
and the Kingdoms alſo to ſerve the Lord; 
was but ſlightly verified at that Time, when 
the Jeu return'd from Captivity, in Com- 
pariſon of that when the Heathen Nations 
were converted to the Faith of Chriſt, and 
thoſe Sceptres ſubmitted at his Feet, which 
till then had been eflaved to blind Idolatry 
and Superſtition. The Deſcription will be 
more affecting ſtill, when in future Times the 


Goſpel ſhall have made ſuch farther Progreſs, 


as we have reaſon to expect, 'till the whole 
Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of the 
Lord; as the Waters cover the Seas. 

The happy Occaſion of our preſent Meet- 


ing to congratulate you, my Brethren, up- 


on your Return from Slavery under the 
Yoke of Infidels, to enjoy the Liberty of 
your native Country, and the Exerciſe of 


your Religion; and at the fame time to re- 


mind you of the Duties from hence incum- 
bent upon you, whoſe Monrnimes in Capti- 
vity God has heard from the Height of his 


Sanctuary, and whom he has therefore de/z- 


ver d from the Peril of Death, that you may 
declare his Name here in the Aſſembly of his 
Saints, and his Praz/e in this our Jeruſalem: 


B 1 ſay, 


*. K* 


8 Hai, xi. 9. 


[ 4 | 
I ſay, this happy Occaſton of our preſent 
Meeting, will oblige me at this Time to con- 
ſider the Text before us in its firſt Accepta- 


tion, and from thence to take eſpecial Notice 
of thele three Particulars; namely, 


I. The melancholy Circumſtance of thoſe 
whom the Pſalmiſt here deſcribes: They 
were all of them mourning in Captiui- 
ty, and ſome appointed unto Death. 

II. The Hand of Providence ſtretched out 
for their Reſcue and Deliverance : God 
looked down from the Height of his 
Sanctuamy; out of the Heaven did the 
Lord behold the Earth : that he might 

Hear the Mournings of ſuch as are in 
Captivity, and deliver the Children 
appointed unto Death. | 

III. The ſtrict Obligation which this brought 
them under to Praiſe and Gratitude, and 
to devote themſelves for the future to 
his Honour and Service. That they 
may declare the Name of the Lord in 
Sion, and his Praiſe (or Worſhip ) at 
Jeruſalem. 


I. Firſt, The melancholy Circumſtance of 
thoſe whom the Pfalmiſt here deſcribes: They 
were all of them mourning in Captivity, and 
ſome appointed unto Death. 

There is a Sweetneſs in Liberty, which 
makes all Confinement appear irkſome and 

| uncaly ; 


[5] 

uncaly; and therefore although we ſhould 
ſuppoſe Nebuchadnezzar had performed to 
the 7eus what Jeunacherib had vainly pro- 
miſed 'em, and carried them % 4 Land like 
their own Land; yet the very Thought that 
it was not their own, was enough to ſpoil 
the Reliſh of every Enjoyment, ſo tnat they 
could neither tune their Voices, nor thcir In- 
ſtruments to Mirth ; it was in vain that their 
Conquerors ſolicited them to ſing the Songs of 
Sion in that {range Land'; they could do 
no otherwiſe, when they remember d Sion, 
but /t down and weep by the Waters of Ba- 
bylon, and hang their Harps upon the Wil- 
lows k. 

There is, no doubt, a Satisfaction to be 
found in ſeeing many and remote Countries. 
But then our Travels ſhould be free and vo- 
luntary. A forced Abſence from one's own 
Country, eſpecially if (as in their Cafe) it be 
laid waſte and deſolate, has ſomething in it 
ſo ſhocking and grievous to a generous Mind, 
that the Prophet Jeremy ſcrupled not to 
reckon it an Evil worſe than Death it ſelf. 
Weep ye not (lays hes) for the Dead, nei- 
ther bemoan him, but weep ſore for him 
that goeth away, for he ſhall return no 
more, nor ſee his native Country; but he 
ſhall die in the Place whither they have led 


ö _— _ 
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b 2 Kings xviii. 32, i Pſal. cxxxvii. 3, 4. k Y. 1, 2. 
Jer. xxii. 10, 12. 
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[5] 
him captive, and ſhall ſee this Land ng 
more. | 

Bur beſides this Circumſtance, which be- 
longs to Bani/hment, as well as to Captivity, 
there were many other Hardſhips and Cala- 
mities, to which, we may preſume, thele 
unhappy Caprives were conſtrain'd to ſubmit. 
The Word uſed in the Original implies them 
to be Hound; and however fome might be 
allow'd the Ule of greater Freedom, yet 'tis 
likely there were many, who were litterally 
kept under the Confinement of Chains and 
Fetters: And to that the Pſalmiſt“ ſeems to 
allude, when he elſewhere deſcribes ſuch as 
fit in Darkneſs, (or, in dark Dungeons) and 
the Shadow of Death, being faſi bound 
en Miſery and Iron. Many more, who 
were excuſed from Irons, were yet bound in 
Aliſery, and, if we may have Leave to judge 
from the Treatment of Captives in ſome o- 
ther Countries, were put to the moſt painful 
and laborious Employ ments, ſuch as were fir 


only for Brutes to undergo, and unworthy of 


humane Creatures ro impole on one ano- 
ther. 

Who can deſcribe the hideous Forms and 
Inſtances of Cruelty, which have been often 
exerciſed by Victors over thoſe, whom they 
have once reduc'd into a State of Slavery; 
Who can expreſs the extreme Rigour and Se- 
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verity, with which the Burdens, eser to 


be born, and moſt unreaſonable to be impoſed, 
have been urged, and inſiſted on by ſuch une- 
any Taskmaſtcrs! What Pen can ſufficiently 
et forth the negligent Proviſion, the Coarſ- 
neſs of the Fare, the Frowns and Menaces, the 
churliſh Deportment, and the Stripes withour 
number, which even they had to expect, who 


were moſt punQual in the Diſcharge of their 


reſpective Offices! What Racks and Tortures 
have there been invented, what various in- 
ſtruments of unrelenting Fury, for the Op- 
preſſion and Puniſhment of thoſe, who have 
ſunk under the Weight of ſuch Grievances 
and Preſſures, as humane Nature was too frail 
to undergo! As if the Maſter's Will had been 
a perfect Rule of Duty, without Regard to 
the Strength or Abiliry of thoſe whom he 
commands]! Nay, with what arbitrary and 
deſpotick Power have ſuch unhappy Crea- 
tures ſometimes been adjudg'd to Death, in 
irs molt frighrful and ghaſtly Shapes, for not 
doing what they ought not, or (it may be) 
what they could not, perform]. 

Thoſe in the Text are called the Children 
of Death ®, which is an expreſſive Hebraiſiu, 
and ſignifies Men that are ſentenced (whe- 
ther right or wrong) and by the Will of their 
Superiors are appointed to die. Many ſuch 
may be imagined in a time of Captivity, when 


— — 
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many. 
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[8 ] 

the Pleaſure of the Conquerors muſt ſtand 
for Law to them who are ſubdued, and no- 
thing ſhall be thought roo monſtrous or inhu- 
mane to be done, which may gratify their 
Pride, Revenge, or Cruelty. | 

But never is this more to be expected than 
when 1nfidels ſubdue thoſe of the true Reli- 
gion, which makes them their Enemies by 
Principle, and wholly bent to extirpate and 
deſtroy the Faith which they profeſs: Such 
was the Condition of the Fews at Babylon; 
and that, without queſtion, gave them a 
quicker Senſe of every Misfortune. As their 
Abſence from Feruſalem made it neceſſary to 
omit the Incenle and Sacrifices of the Temple; 
ſo the heathen Rulers, who had them in Sub- 
jection, would ſcarce grant them an Indul- 
gence, to hold their other publick and religi- 
ous Aſſemblies: And they who were fo for- 
ward to accuſe Daniel for his private De- 
votions, and his three Companions for their 
conſtant Refuſal of Idolatry %, would hardly 
be ſo little conſiſtent with themſelves, as to 
permit the Uſe of Synagogues and Oratories 
to the Body of the People. 

From theſe and other Difficulties it was 
greatly to be fear'd, they might be many of 


em tempted to apoſtatiſe and abandon their 


Religion. For if, whilſt they continued in 
their own Land, they were yet ſo mingled 


——— —C 
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p Dan, vi. II, 12. q cap. 111, 12. 
with 


[9] 


with the Heathen *, as to learn their Works, 
inſomuch that they are ſaid to have Wor- 
ſhipped their Idols, and ſacrificed their Sons 
and their Daughters unto Devils: Much 
more might it be apprehended from their pre- 
ſent Subjection, and their daily Converſe, that 
they would ſtudy (ſome of em) at any rate 
to ingratiate themſelves with their Oppreſ- 
ſors, and wholly throw off that Religion, 
which they had not publick Opportunity to 
exerciſe. 

Such then, as we have ſeen, being the grie- 
vous Hardſhips which attend Captivity ; it is 
not to be wonder'd, that the wretched Cor- 
ruption of our Nature, ſhould in Scripture be 
ſo often repreſented under this Similitude, 
and they, in whom it prevails, ſhould be 
reckon'd Haves to Sin, and Captzves of the 
Devil. The imperious Tyranny, with which 
they rule and dictate; and the abject Serv:- 
tude, with which the Sinner obeys, do aptly 
correſpond with the foregoing Deſcriptions; 
whilſt the reaſonable Service of the upright 
Chriſtian, anſwers to the Liberty and gene- 
rous Obedience of thoſe, who enjoy the mild. 
eſt Government. 

But why ſhould I enlarge upon the various 
Miſeries of ſuch a captive State, when I am 


ſpeaking before thoſe, whoſe Memory will 


— — — — A. oc 


— — 


r Pſalm cvi. 35, 36, 37. ( | 
crve 


Tas | 


Nerve inſtead of all Deſcription, and paint 
them in more lively Colours than I am capa- 
ble of repreſenting to their View, or even of 
conceiving to my felf. It may be more for 
your Inſtruction to attend to the, 


II. Second Thing obſervable in the Text, 
namely the Hand of Providence, ſtretch'd out 
for the Reſcue and Deliverance of theſe Cap- 
tives. God looked down from the Height of 
his Santffuary; out of the Heaven did the 
Lord behold the Earth; that he might hear 
the Mournings of ſuch as are in Captivity, 
and deliver the Children appointed unto 
Death. 


Had God, when he created the World, leſt 
it to the Management of frail Creatures, or 
the Conduct of blind Chance; all things muſt 
ſoon have run into the wildeſt Confuſion, and 
no Power could have been found ſufficient to 
preſerve and govern it, but which created it 
at firſt. But it is our Comfort, amidſt the va- 
rious Events and Caſualties of Life, that eve- 
ry thing which falls out, whether to private 
Perſons, or to States and Kingdoms, is repre- 
ſented in Scripture as God's Mill and Doing, 
who /its not indolent or unactive in his ho- 
ly Seat, as the Eprcureans vainly fanſy'd of 
their Deities; but rho' he has his Dwelling 
en high, yet rules he over all, and humbleth 


himſelf 


[11 } 
himſelf to behold the things that are in Hea- 
ven and Earth.. 
Whatever the Architect may think of his 
Skill in contriving, or his Labour in framing 
of the Edifice; yet the Scripture tells us, that 
except the Lord build the Houſe, their La- 
hour is but loſt that build itt. Whatever the 
Watchman may aſcribe to his own Vigilance 
| and Care; yet except the Lord-keep the City, 
the Watchman would but wake in vain ". 
Whatever Opinion the Princes of the Earth 
may entertain of their own Policy and deep De- 
ſign, in forming Treaties and Alliances ; yet 
we are told, 'tis God that maketh Wars to 
ceaſe in all the World; he breaketh the Bow, 
and knappeth the Spear in ſunder, and burn- 
eth the Chariots iu the Fire ". 
| From hence we learn at once to be fatisfied 
| with his preſent Diſpenſations, and aſſured of 
his future Care; we perceive his Hand reach- 
ed forth, whether in Judgment or in Mercy, 
and are taught as well to improve under his 
Rod, as to render him the Tribute of his 
Praiſe. 

But in no caſe is this Superintendency of 
Providence more remarkable in itſelf, or more 
frequently propoſed to our Conſideration in 
Scripture, than when it raiſes the afflicted from 
their ow E/tate, and reſtores them to Eaſe 
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CPlal. clit. 19. Plal cxxvil;- 1, Vet, 3. 
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and Felicity. As thoſe Afflictions were ſent 
for the Correction of their Faults, or the Trial 
of their Virtue; ſo when thoſe Ends were an- 
ſwer'd, it has been ſeen in many Inſtances, 
how the Glory of his Providence has been 
diſplay'd, by his Helping the Poor out of Mi- 
fery*, and providing that rhe Bones which he 
has broken may rejorce “. The Orphan and 
the /idow, the Poor, the Captive, and the 
Friendleſs, they who are moſt deſtitute of 
worldly Succours, are mention'd as the fpecial 
Care of him who eth not as Man ſeeth, that 
he thould yuage by outward Appearance, or 
reſpett the Perſons of Men. So long then 
as they dwell under the Defence of the moſt 
High, and abide under the Shadow of the 
Almiabty: He ſhall cover them with his 
Wings, and they ſhall be ſafe under his Fea- 
thers; his Faithfulneſs and Truth ſhall be 
their Shield and Buckley *. 

His Government indeed is too often over- 
look'd by careleſs and unthinking Men, be- 
cauſe he acts not by an immediate and viſible 
Interpoſition; but by an inviſible and ſecret 
Influence, directing the Counſels or the Acti- 
ons of Men, to fulfil the Purpoſes and Ends of 
Providence. Whilſt we ſee only the ſecondary 
Cauſes of Events, but perceive not the Hand 
which guides them, we many times miſtake in 
our Eſtimate of things, and unskilfully aſcribe 
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that to the Eugine or the In/irument, which 
is properly the Handy-work of the Architect 
himſelf. Sometimes God ſuggeſts ſuch Coun- 
ſels or Deſigns to the Minds of Men, as he 


means to compals by proſpering their Endea- 


vours. And at other times he only governs 
and over-rules their own Devices for the attain- 
ment of his wife Purpoſes, that whilſt they 
17850 the Ends of their Avarice or their Am- 

ition, he may diſpenſe his Judgments or his 
Mercies by their Hands, in ſuch Meaſure and 
Proportion as is ſuited to the preſent Order 
and Neceſſity of Things. 

It was thus, when the King of Mhria meant 
only to enlarge his Conqueſts, and make di- 
ſtant Kingdoms tributary to his Name, that 
God deſignd him for a Scourge to correct the 
Diſobedience of his People, and after that End 
was ferv'd, to humble him again in Puniſhment 
of his Vanity and Pride. O Aſſyrian, the Rod 
of mine Anger, (lays God by his Prophet) and 
the Staff in their Hand is mine Indignation. 
I will ſend him againſt an hypocritical Na- 
tion, and againſt the People of my Wrath will 
I give him a Charge, to take the Spoil, and to 
take the Prey, and to tread them down like 
the Mire in the Streets. Howbert he mean- 
eth not ſo, neither doth his Heart think ſo; 
but it is in his Heart to deſtroy, and cut off 
Nations not a few. Wherefore it ſhall come t 
paſs, that when the Lord hath performed his 
whole Work upon Mount Zion, and on Jeru- 

C2 ſalem, 


[1k] 
ſalem, I will puniſh the Fruit of the ſtout 
Heart of the King of Aſſyria, and the Glory 
of his 75 Looks. For he ſaith by the Strength 


of my Hand 1 have done it, and by my Mi 
aom: As if the Rod ſhould ſhake it ſelf againſt 
them that lift it up ! or as if the Staff ſhould 
lift up itſelf, as if it were no Wood* ! This 
Prediction was in part verify'd by the ſurpri- 
zing Deſtruction of * Sennacherib's Army, and 
his Murder by his Sons, but more remarka- 
bly ar laſt in the utter Overthrow of the H- 
rian Monarchy, by the Erection of that of 
Babylon. 

The Kings of Babylon were uſed in like 
manner for Scourges to the Jeu, and carri- 
ed them into a long Caprivity : But when 
this End was anſwer'd, their Pride and Ambi- 
tion met with equal Vengeance, the Per ſian 
Monarchs were made to riſe upon their Ru- 
ines, and laid their Honour in the Duſt. 

And now drew on the time which God him- 
ſelf had fixed for the Reſtauration of his Peo- 
5 The Chald an Monarchy had ſeen its 

criod, according to the Prediction of the Pro- 
pher Jeremy ©. The /eventy Tears © of Cap- 
7:741ty were now upon the Point of Expiration; 
and that Cyrus was placed at the Head of Aft- 
fairs, whom God had named long before he 
was born for this very purpoſe, with promiſe 
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0 


PE 
to hold his right Hand and direct all his 
Ways, that he might perform, not his own 
Pleaſure, but God's s; even ſaying to Jeruſa- 
lem, thou ſhalt be built; and to the Temple, 
thy Foundation ſhall be laid, and letting 20 
the Captives without Price or Reward®. 

All this was Ground enough for Daniel to 
apply himſelf by humble Prayer to God', as 
the proper Author of Salvation, for the ſpee- 
dy Enlargement of his choſen People. Whe- 
ther beſides this he might addreſs himſelf to 
Cyrus, and acquaint him with what the Pro- 
phets had written, the Scriptures are pro- 
foundly filenr. Bur if he did, ſtill the Suc- 
ceſs of his Endeavours was owing to the good 
Favour and Providence of God, who uſually 
works by or together with outward and ordi- 
nary Means, and of whom in this particular 
Inſtance the Scripture has aſſured us, that zhe 
Lord ſtirred up the Spirit of Cyrus King of 
Perſia *. A remarkable Inſtance this, of what 
Solomon has told us, that the King's Heart js 
in the Hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of 
Mater: he turneth it whitherſoever he 
will'! And ſo juſt therefore is the Obſer- 
vation of our Church, that we are taught 
by God's Holy word, that the hearts of 
Kings are in his Rule and Governance. So 
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i Dan, Ix, 2, 3. k Eta i. 1. Prov. xxi. 1. 


that 


[16 J 
that the Zews at that time had reaſon to 
cry out, as Ezra afterwards upon a like Oc- 
caſion; Bleſſed be the Lord God of our Fg. 
thers, who hath put ſuch a thing as this in 
the * Heart ®, And this aptly calls us 
ro rac 


III. Third and laſt thing to be obſerv'd 
from the Text, namely, the ſtrict Obſervati- 
on, which thele reſtored Captives were brought 
under to Praiſe and Gratitude, and to devote 
themſelves for the future to God's Honour and 
Service: That (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) they 
might declare the Name of the Lord in Zi- 
on, and his Praiſe (or, Worſhip) at Jeru— 

alem. 


A part of their Thankfulneſs and Acknow- 
ledgment was due to that Per ſian Emperor, 
who treated them with ſuch Humanity and 
Tenderneſs, and uſed the Authority which he 
had gain'd, not to encreale their Oppreſſion, 
but releaſe them from it. Of him and ſome 
of his Succeſſors the holy Penmen make ſuch 
honourable mention as may fully teſtify their 
grateful Senſe of the Favours they receiv'd 
trom 'em. 

Yer ſtill theſe were but ſubordinate and ſe. 
condary Cauſes; and had not he, who firſt 
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put it into the Heart of Cyrus, continued to 
proſper and give Succeſs to his Decree, in 
Fiohir of the malicious Oppoſitions and Gain- 
| ſayings of Men, the Fews might have been 

Captzves ſtill; and therefore their religious 

Praiſe could be due only to him, who alone 
was able to effect their Deliverance. Long 
had they been evil intreated thro Tyrants", 
miniſhed and brought low thro Oppreſſion, 
Plague and Tronble*: Yet help'd he them 
at laſt our of Miſery? ; He brought them out 
of Dar kneſ5, and out of. the Shadow of 
Death, and brake their Bonds in ſunder 3. 
From whence it is the Pſalmiſt's obvious In- 
ference; O that Men wonld therefore praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and declare the 
Wonders that he doth for the Children of 
Men! What more affecting Subject to en- 
gage their Gratitude, than ſuch Reſtoration 
from the loweſt Thraldom to their ancient 
Liberty! 

Nor did this Reſtoration only furniſh em 
with Matter of great Joy and Thankfulneſs, 
but withal it gave em Opportunity of ex- 
preſſing it with great Solemnity. The Le- 
* vitical Services were indiſpenſably confined 


furl to the Temple of Feruſalem; and therefore 
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theit conſtrain'd Abſence from the holy Land 
had long debarr'd 'em from the Privilege of 
that inſtituted Worſhip. But now that they were 
reſcued from the Hardſhips of Captivity, and 
return'd to breathe the Air of Judæa, they 
could no more want the Opportunity, than 
we may ſuppole they would the Iuclination, 
to declare the Name of the Lord in Zion, 
and his Worſhip in Jeruſalem. | 
Thither they gather'd themſelves together, 
as one Man”, and began with erecting the 
Altar in its Place, for the offering of the dai- 
ly Sacrifices, and thoſe proper to Feſtivals, 
beſides the free-will Offerings of the Peo- 
ple, and their voluntary Contributions to the 
building of the Temple. When after this 2% 
Foundation of the Houſe was laid, what 
Harmony muſt we imagine to reſult from the 
united Conſort of their Voices and their In- 
ſtraments, when the Przeſts in their Apparel 
with Trumpets, and the Levites the Sons 
of Aſaph with Cymbals, met to prazſe the 
Lord, after the Ordinance of David King 
of Iſrael; and ſung together by courſe, in 
praiſing and giving thanks unto the Lord; 
| becauſe he is good, for his Mercy endureth 
for ever towards Iſrael". The Acclama- 
tions of the People were added to their Har- 
mony ; and tho' ſome of the od Men, who 
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ſEzr, iii. I, Sc. ii. 68, 69, PW, 10, fr. | 
remember'd Þ. 


ſtrengthen their 


„ 
remember'd the Glory of the former Temple 
could not chuſe but be concern'd to fee how 
much the preſent muſt fall ſhort of it“; yet ſo 
great was the Satisfaction of all, to ſee it fi- 
niſhed in the Reign of Darius, that they all 
concurr'd to keep, the Dedication of this 
Houſe of God, and afterwards the Paſſover 
with Joy; becauſe the Lord had made them 


Joyful (as the ſacred Penman expreſſes it) by 


turning the King's Heart unto them, to 
Hand- in the Work of the 
Houſe of God, the God of Ißrael“. 

But in vain were all theſe outward pom- 
pous Services, and Expreſſions of their own 
Satisfaction ; if they flowed not from Hearts 
full of real Thanktulneſs ro him, who was 
the Author of their great Deliverance. And 
in vain would they pretend ſuch inward Senſe 
of Thankfulneſs, unleſs beſides the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats * poured out on that Occa- 
ſion, they proceeded to offer up themſelves 
a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto 
God. The Service of the Lips might well 
be ſpared, if that of the Heart were want- 
ing; and that of the Heart is never to be ſe- 
parated from an earneſt and unfeigned Obe- 
dience of Life. 

When the Judgments of God are in the 
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Earth, the Inhabitants of the World ſhould 
learn Righteonſneſs*. They who only ſee 
his Severity on others, ſhould earn, by 
their Example, to refrain from thofe Offences 
which provoke his Indignation, and walk with 
ſuch Warineſs and Circumſpection, that they 
may hope for the Continuance of his Mercy. 
But they who ſmart under his Chaſtiſements, 
are doubly criminal, if they fail to hear the 
Rod, and who has appointed it ©; if with A. 
haz they harden in the very time of their 
Diſtreſs, and treſpaſs yet more againſt the 
Tord. And thole above all, whom he de- 

livers afterwards out of their Calamity, and 
who, beſides their Senſe of his Severity, have 
had the fulleſt Experience of his Goodneſs, muſt 
be thought to have ſinned beyond all Hope 
of Recovery; if they be not led, by both 
theſe Methods of his Providence, to correct 
their ſecret as well as open Enormities, and 
devote themſelves to him, who, after he had 
cauſed Men to ride over their Heads, and 
carried them thro Fire and Water, has 


brought them out at laſt into 4 wealthy 
Place®. 


There can be little Difficulty in making 
Application of all that has been ſaid to that 
Occaſion, which has now called us together 


— — 


— — —— — — — — ! 
b IIa. XxVI 9. e Mic. vi. 9. J 2 Chron, xxviii. 22, © Pſal. Ixvi. 12. 
ro 


_ _ 


to the Houſe of God. You remember well, 
my Brethren, the Hardſhip and extreme Dit- 
ficulty which you had ro ſtruggle with, when 
lately gall'd and oppreſs'd under the Yoke of 
Infidels : Such, without all doubt, as mult 
have worn out many of your Fellow: Sufferers, 
and brought em wzth Sorrow to the Grave. 
I truſt, you were not tempted, by their ill U- 
ſage and Barbariry, to renounce the Faith pro- 
fels'd by you at your Baptiſm, or embrace the 
_ crafty Deluſions of their vain Impoſtor. The 
Experience you had of their ourragious Cru- 
elty, might rather confirm you in your Opi- 
nion of the Excellency of our Religion, which 
preſcribes an univerſal Benevolence and good 
Will, and requires that all our Intercourſe, 
not only with Friends and Countreymen, bur 
even with Enemies and Aliens, ſhould be 
mixed with Charity, But then this Firmnels 
in your Faith, which ought to be your Com- 
fort, could not but increaſe the Bitterneſs of 
your Captivity, from this Conſideration, that 
you were utterly depriv'd of all the publick 
means of Grace, and perhaps had rarely Op- 
portunity for Retirement and Privacy, 

How great, how welcome is the Change 
which God has wrought for you, who has 
brought you. to this Place, ro meet your 
Friends and Countreymen, your Fellow-Sub- 
jects, and Fellow-Chriſtians, here in his holy 
Temple, ro teſtify your Acknowledgment 
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that it is his doing, and to join again in that 

ublick Worſhip, which you have been forc'd 
10 long to intermit? May this Senſe of bis 
Goodneſs continue always freſh and livel 
on your Minds, that you may juſtly value 
this Privilege of drawing near to God, and 
not forſake the aſſembling of your ſelves to- 
gether, as the manner of fome (too many, 
God knows, among us) zsf Ah! how 
little do they think, how well can you in- 
form them, with what Regret they may one 
Day come to feel the Loſs of thoſe Oppor- 
tunities they now deſpiſe! 
At the ſame Time are you reſtored to the 
Enjoyment of Engliſh Air, and Engliſh Li- 
berty, free from the deſpotick Rule of your 
imperious Lords, and entitled to like Privi- 
lege and Safety with your Fellow-Subjects. 
How ſhould your Hearts be lifted up with 
Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, and every Faculty 
employed to give it Utterance! Let me pre- 
ſage from hence, that your future Conduct 
will be ſuited to theſe Sentiments, that the 
Remembrance of this Mercy will never be 
worn out of your Minds, but continue always 
a powerful Motive and Incitement to Obe- 
dicnce ; that ſo the Remainder of your Days 
may not be blacken'd with the Charge of 
Ingratitude, but your whole Lives may be 
dedicated to his Honour and Service, who 
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has redeem'd them from Deſtruttion, that 

he might crown é you with Mercy and Lov- 

ing: kindneſs. | 

Whilſt thus you are mindful of your Duty 

to God, you cannot but remember how much 
you are indebted to the kind Interpoſition of 
our Sovereign Lord the King, who, amidſt 
the various Cares and Buſineſſes, which re- 
quire his conſtant Application in the Govern- 
ment of theſe Kingdoms, has graciouſly been 
pleaſed to make your Enlargement a Part of 
his Concern, that ſo your Lives and Liber- 
ties may (under God) be holden from his 
Royal Bounty. No queſtion you will think 
your ſelves obliged to uſe that Liberty to 
his Satisſaction, by whoſe Favour you 
have gain'd it; to join your Hearts and 
Hands, to make the beſt Returns for ſo ſea- 
ſonable an Act of Kindneſs, which your re- 
ſpective Stations and Capacities admit; by liv- 
ing in all loyal and dutiful Obedience, and 
paying him the Tribute of your Honour and 


Reſpect, by whoſe Hands God has been 
pleaſed to bleſs you, and to do you good. 


But whilſt theſe, who are releaſed from 
bitter Oppreſſion, and from hard Bondage, 


are reminded of their Duty ; let not the reſt 


of us (my Brethren) who never labour'd un- 
der ſuch Neceſſity, let not us forget our own. 
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that it is his doing, and to join again in that 

ublick Worſhip, which you have been forc'd 
fo long to intermit? May this Senſe of his 
Goodneſs continue always freſh and lively 
on your Minds, that you may juſtly value 
this Privilege of drawing near to God, and 
not forſake the aſſembling of your ſelves to- 
gether, as the manner of ume (too many, 
God knows, among us) zesf, Ah! how 
little do they think, how well can you in- 
form them, with what Regret they may one 
Day come to feel the Loſs of thoſe Oppor- 
tunities they now deſpiſe! 

At the ſame Time are you reſtored to the 
Enjoyment of Engliſh Air, and Engliſh Li- 
berry, free from the deſpotick Rule of your 
imperious Lords, and entitled to like Privi- 
lege and Safety with your Fellow-Subjects. 
How ſhould your Hearts be lifted up with 
Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, and every Faculty 
employed to give it Utterance! Let me pre. 
ſage from hence, that your future Conduct 
will be fuited ro theſe Sentiments, that the 
Remembrance of this Mercy will never be 
worn out of your Minds, but continue always 
a powerful Motive and Incirement to Obe- 
dicnce ; that fo the Remainder of your Days 
may not be blacken'd with the Charge of 
Ingratitude, but your whole Lives may be 
dedicated to his Honour and Service, who 
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has redeem'd them from Deſtruction, that 

he might crown e you with Mercy and Lov- 

ing: kindneſs. | 

- Whilſt thus you are mindful of your Duty 

to God, you cannot but remember how much 
you are indebted ro the kind Interpoſition of 
our Sovereign Lord the King, who, amidſt 
the various Cares and Buſineſſes, which re- 
quire his conſtant Application in the Govern- 
ment of theſe Kingdoms, has graciouſly been 
pleaſed to make your Enlargement a Part of 
his Concern, that ſo your Lives and Liber- 
ties may (under God) be holden from his 
Royal Bounty. No queſtion you will think 
your ſelves obliged to uſe that Liberty to 
his Satisfaction, by whoſe Favour you 
have gain'd it; to join your Hearts and 
Hands, to make the beſt Returns for ſo ſea- 
ſonable an Act of Kindneſs, which your re- 
ſpective Stations and Capacities admit; by liv- 
ing in all loyal and dutiful Obedience, and 
paying him the Tribute of your Honour and 


Reſpect, by whoſe Hands God has becn 
pleaſed to bleſs you, and to do you good. 


But whilſt theſe, who are releaſed from 
bitter Oppreſſion, and from hard Bondage, 


are reminded of their Duty ; let not the reſt 


of us (my Brethren) who never labour'd un- 
der ſuch Neceſſity, let not us forget our own. 
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Should we content our ſelves with being meer 
Spefators upon this Occaſion? Should we 
judge the Mercy of having been always free 
from the Hardſhips of Captivity and Slavery, 
inferior to that of being reſcued from them ? 
No; for if it be leſs evident to ſenſible Ex- 
perience, yet it is not ſo to ſerious and ſe- 
dare Reaſon. As then we know it is our 
Duty, at proper Seaſons, to ſympathize with 
the afflicted, and weep with them that b weep ; 
to remember them that are in Bonds, as 
bound with them; and them that ſuffer Ad. 
verſity, as being our ſelves alſo in the Body, 
liable to the ſame Misfortunes, and compals'd 
with the ſame Infitmities: So let us readily 
embrace the Occaſion that is now offer'd us, 
to rejoice with them that do * rejoice, and 
render our Thankſgivings to God for his 
Goodneſs extended to theſe our Brethren, 
for that he has pitied them according to the 


Multitude of his Mercies, yea, and made all 


thoſe that led them away captive to pity 
them, to do that at leaſt which would be 
the Effect of Pity, releaſe them from their 
bitter Servitude, and reſtore them to their 
native Centrex, | 
And left we ſhould ſeem to offer unto 
God of that which coſts us® nothing, let us 


bt. 


b Rom, xii. 15. i Heb. xiii, 3. „ Rom. xii. 15. 


Pal. cvi. 44. al. 45, 46. m 2, Sam. Xx1V, 24. 


add 


e 


1 25] 


add our Alms and charitable Contributions, 
for their immediate Relief and Suſtenance, 
till ſuch Time as they ſhall be able to look 
out and make Proviſion for themſelves; no 
way doubting, but in doing thus, we ſhall 
offer up an Odor of a ſweet Smell, a Sacri- 
ice acceptable, and well-pleaſing to God. 


To whom, Father, Fon and Holy Ghoſt be 
all Honour and Glory, now and hence- 
forth for evermore. Amen. 
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N the Dedication, Page 2, Line 5, for knows, read know. 
Page 6, line 11, for litterally, read literally. | 
Page 9, line 10, for not, read zo. Line 25, read, enjoy the 

Protection of the mildeſt Government, 
Page 11, Add to the firſt marginal Note Pſalm cxiii. 5, 6. 
Page 13, line 27, for in, read of. 
Page 16, line 8, for Obſervation, read Obligation, 


. _ BOOKS Printed for Tho. Ward in the 
laoner Temple Lane, 7 
| Ts 94 &r 2 4 | | | * | 
RaRical Diſcourſes, upon our Saviour's Sermon on the 
F Mount, in 8 Volumes 80, by Offipring Blackhall, D. D. 
late Lord Biſhop of Exeter. With a Preface, giving -ſome 
Account of the Work, by his Grace William Lotd Arch- 
biſhop of Tork. * 
A Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts of the Church 
of England, with Collects and Prayers for each Solemnity. 
The Eleventh Edition: By Robert Nelſon, Eſq; Price 63. 
The Cambridge Concordance to the holy Scriptures, to- 
gether with the Books of the Apocrypha, and the various 
Readings both of Text and Margin. The fifth Edition; very 
accurately corrected in Folio 
The Devout Chriſtian's Exe plar: or The ſacred Hi- 
ſtory of our Lord and Saviour Feſws heil. digeſted into a 
new and practical Method and chronological Order; to 
which are annexed ſuitable Prayers and Meditations, ex- 
tracted. from the Works of Biſhop Taylor, Biſhop Patrick, 
Biſhop Kenn, Mr. Nelſon, &c, adorn'd with Cuts. To 
which is added the Life and Death of the Virgin Mary, by 
an eminent Hand; in 8vo. | 
Stotue s Survey of London ; 2 Vol. in Folio. 
Puſfendorffs Law of Nature and Nations; in Folio. 
Dr. Wall's Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm, and Defence; in 
3 Val. 8vo. 


} 


SOONER TNT 


Juſt Publiſh'd a Beautiful Edition of, 


A Rationale: or, Practical Expoſition of the Book of 
Common- Prayer: By the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Anthony Sparrow, D. D. late Lord Biſhop of Norwich; 
with his Caution to his Dioceſe. againſt falſe Doctrines; and 
his famous Sermon of Confeſſion and the Power of Abſolu- 
tion.—— To which are prefix'd, The Lives of the Compilers 
of the Common- Prayer, and an Hiſtorical Account of its ſeve- 
ral Reviews, and all the material Differences of King Edward 
the Firſt's Liturgy from the preſent, inſerted at length: By 
the Reverend Mr. Samuel Downes, late of St. John's Col- 
lege, Oxford. Printed for Charge Rivington at the Bible and 
| Crown in St. Pauls Churcl- Tard. * 
W 8 J oi 


5 / 


* 
oa P4 
SS, 


